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Sweet Memories in My Diary

Vietnam| Bo Duyen Dinh, Guangxy Cverseas Chinese School

Two years have passed since the last time we were in school as freshmen.
During these two years, we have sent off two classes of graduates and become
the “carmpus bass”. | am now getting used to online classes, but the scenes on
campus flash in my mind from time to time. These are the moment when | open

my diary and relive the sweet memaories.,

Friday, November 15, 2019, Sunny

Today we had the school game. After a heavy rain yesterday, the fresh air, with
mixed fragrances of grass and earth, smelled so nice. When students were taking
photos on the playground after the opening ceremony, a local student came aver,
appreciated us for the beauty of our national costumes and asked if it was possible
to take a photo with her. | was very glad to be in the same picture with her of course,
as | was also attracted by her costume, the classic and elegant Hanfu (traditional
costume of the Han people). Her carefully braided hair was decorated with two long
hair ribbons, which fluttered in the wind with her movements, making her look cute
and vivacious, This must have been the scene described in the ancient poetic line “her
light silk robe is ethereal, with the thin hems drifting with wind”. | had seen this kind of
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costume on TV and now | saw a real one, which was both novel and appealing to me.
This was the fascination of Chinese traditional culture, because of which | had fallen in
lowve with China, “1 will wear Hanfu inthe next school game,” | thought,

Monday, November 25, 2019, Sunny to Cloudy

Tao finish the competition piece as soon as possible, | continued my work in the
classroom after the evening study session, fargetting about the time as | was much
engaged. Only two minutes left before the access time to the demitory when |
suddenly realized the time. | packed up rapidly and rushed to the dormitory with
the sprinting speed. When | was almost there, from a distance, | saw a black figure
taking out trash from the building —the supervisor of dorm, whom we usually called
"aurtia”. My anxiety eased as | saw "auntie” and | called out: “Auntie, wait for me
and don't close the door please!™ My voice was particularly loud in the silent night.
| ran to dormitory “auntie” as soon as | finished my words, Seeing me leaning on
my knees, panting heavily and being anxious to explain, she smiled gently and said:
"Don't worry, my child. | can still open the door for vou if it%s already closed.” She
didn't blame me but let me sit down to take a rest, Looking at the amiable "awntie”,
| thaught of my mom. | felt the home-like warmth in a foreign country.

Wednesday, January 8, 2020, Sunny

Today we moved to new dorms. It was really a nightmare for boarders. Luggage
bags piled up all over the courtyard of our dommitory building —we freshmen had a lot
of stuff during a few months” stay here, not to mention the luggage of the upper-year
students who had lived for a few years. To speed up, we worked together to move all
luggage onto the truck, without differentiating them by owners. There was so much
stuff to move that it was already afternocon before we finished. | heard someane

calling when | was making arrangement in my new room: “Whao is Du Meijiao in
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Room 3037 | responded subconsciously and | saw one of the local students cammying
our luggage that hadn't been taken upstairs yet. | was really touched to know that
they rushed to help us as soon as they finished dass. it was true that they treated us
with kindness regardless of whether we were foreigners or not. We shook hands with
these lovely bocal students to express our gratefulness. Thare appeared sincere and
bright smile on everyone's shinning face. At that moment, | felt that studying in China

was the most correct chaice | had ever made.

Thursday, January 16, 2020, Light Rain

| can finally go home! Even the drizzles in the moming could not extinguish the flame
{ sk ) of ry exciternent. The outside vehicles were not permittied to enter the canpus for
safety reasons, After calling for a car, | wrapped rmyself in the coat and walked to the campus
gate, pulling the luggage full of dothes and gifts. The car was supposed to armive in three
rrirwtes but not after five minuties passed | stocd at the gate waiting, shivering in the chilly
wind and faling drizzle. Just at that moment, a security guard in the reception looked out
and said to me: "Come in and have some hot tea. | will watch for the car for you™ Although
| weas mot quite wsed to the Manning-accent mandarin during the few months here, | fieft the
geniality from his waords, Biefore leaving China, | received warmith agam, which was able to
dispel the chill of winter.

It was only half a semester of my stedy in China, but the experience was
memaorable, In those few months, | obtained the love from different people in
different ways. | felt | was not alone in a foreign country. | am grateful to China, to
Guangxi Dverseas Chinese School and to all | have met. Thanks to them, my life
was made so colorful. | wish a quick end of the pandemic, so that | would be able to
come back to China in my last year of high school. | would very much like to retun
to my school, to feel the love, to cherish the moments and to bid farewell.
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